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ten years after operation. Seventy-two per cent, were seen and examined. 
Sixty-five women were entirely cured and were able to perform their usual 
duties. Persistent nervous phenomena were few. 

Many of the patients were greatly reduced from loss of blood before the 
operation, but were enabled to go through it safely by the use of subcu¬ 
taneous injections of saline solutions. 

Results of Vaginal Hysterectomy for Diseased Adnexa.— Buschbeck 
(Ibid.) reports sixty seven cases, with a single death ; 89.5 per cent, of the 
women who were subsequently examined (forty-eight in all) were well and 
able to work. There were no fistulae or exudates remaining. Few persistent 
post-climacteric phenomena were noted, though during the first few months 
following the operation there were usually slight menstrual disturbances, 
which gradually disappeared. 

The writer believes that in nervous and hysterical patients removal of the 
diseased adnexa offers no prospect of an improvement of the neurasthenic 
condition. 

Results of Curettement. — Albert (Inaugural Thesis; abstract in Central- 
blatt fur Gynakologie, 1898, No. 24) reports 163 cases of curettement for endo¬ 
metritis, in 74 per cent, of which a permanent cure was obtained ; 3.1 per 
cent, were improved ; 9.2 per cent, were no better after the operation. He 
recommends the application of liq. ferri sesquichlor. or tincture of iodine after 
curettement, practically in all cases, whether of menorrhagia or metrorrhagia. 

Metrorrhagia in Children.— Vetere (Arch, di Ostel. e Ginecolog., 1897, No. 
10), while believing that most cases of so-called precocious menstruation are 
to be regarded as physiological, instances the following as an example of a 
pathological condition : An infant, aged seventeen months, had a slight vagi¬ 
nal hemorrhage which recurred four months later, and did not return for six 
years, when it began to appear at intervals of from two to three weeks, con¬ 
tinuing for five or six days. As general treatment (electricity, hydrotherapy, 
ergot, etc.) was useless, a vaginal examination was made under anaesthesia 
when the patient was nine years old. The cervix uteri was found to be much 
hypertrophied and bled easily when touched. It was amputated, and the 
patient was promptly cured. The writer infers that the hypertrophy was the 
result of a virginal metritis, due to cold, masturbation, or some other excit¬ 
ing cause. The direct source of the bleeding was the granular condition of 
the cervical endometrium. 

Pelvic Abscess of Appendicular Origin. — Monod and Vanverts (Arch¬ 
ives Gen. de Medecine, May, 1898) conclude an interesting article on this sub¬ 
ject as follows : A pelvic appendicular may accompany a peri-appendicular 
abscess situated in the iliac fossa, or it may exist alone and be entirely intra- 
pelvic. In the former case the classical incision in the loin should be made ; 
if it is feared that drainage will be imperfect, a counter-opening may be 
made in the vagina at once, though it will usually be done later. If the ap¬ 
pendical abscess is intrapelvic, a vaginal incision should be made when prac¬ 
ticable ; the abscess should never be punctured through the rectum unless 
spontaneous rupture into this canal is imminent. In male subjects and little 
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girls the abdominal incision alone is possible, the precaution being taken to 
peel off the peritoneum down to the level of the superior strait before open¬ 
ing the abscess. A counter-opening might be made in the iscbio-rectal 
fossa, as suggested by Pollosson. 
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Fluoride of Sodium as a Food Preservative. —In order to determine the 
preservative power of fluoride of sodium and to ascertain whether when used 
with food it can cause injurious effects, Dr. Perret, of the Sorbonne (Annales 
d’Hygiine Publique et de Medecine Ligale, June, 1898, p. 497), undertook a 
series of experiments, using himself and a number of dogs as subjects. He 
first ascertained that the agent has a very decided influence in inhibiting the 
development of the lactic and butyric ferments. Milk containing 0.30 per 
cent, of it and kept at 38° C. remained unchanged long after the controls 
had become coagulated. In a second experiment a dozen tubes of preserved 
milk planted with the butyric ferment, and a dozen of normal milk similarly 
treated, were kept at a temperature of 38° C. side by side. At the end of 
three hours two of the latter were coagulated, and on the following day the 
other ten were in the same condition, while all the preserved specimens 
remained fluid. He next fed a dog weighing 15 kilos 10 grammes of butter, 
containing 0.5 per cent, of the salt, daily for twenty-nine days. The animal 
ate well, suffered no ill effects, and gained two kilos, in weight. Another 
smaller dog received repeated doses, two days apart, of 100 grammes of a 
saturated solution of the salt, without any other effects than salivation and 
diuresis. Subcutaneous injections of the salt to the extent of 0.08 gramme 
for each kilo, of body weight gave similar results; but larger ones, 0.01 per 
kilo., caused marked salivation, diuresis, and thirst, and refusal of food, and 
the animal did not return to his normal condition for two days. Intravenous 
injections, however, gave more positive results. Given to the extent of 0.10 
per kilo, in this way, the salt caused immediate rise of pulse and respiration, 
followed by abundant salivation, nausea, and convulsions, and death in thirty- 
five minutes. A dose of 0.08 per kilo, gave the same results, but smaller doses 
than this were followed by recovery. Perret himself ate without apparent 
ill effects preserved butter as such and used in cooking every day for some 
time. His conclusions are that the salt is not poisonous when taken into the 
stomach, and hence may be used without danger as a food preservative. 

[His own experiments suggest that before accepting his conclusions it 
would be wiser to extend the research.—O. H.] 



